XII and XI, respectively, of Glen Dawson’s Early California Travels Series. The 
first was compiled and annotated by Francis P. Farquhar, who has earned a 
reputation as an authoritative bibliographer of the West. The second, by one 
A. C. Isaacs, who subsequently vanished without trace from the literary scene, 
is reprinted from the California Daily Chronicle (San Francisco, April 9, 1856) 
and has an introduction by Farquhar. 


In keeping with Dawson’s policy of having his attractive series—all now 
collector’s items—printed by the smaller West Coast book presses, the Colorado 
was designed and printed by Ward Ritchie of Los‘ Angeles and published this 
spring. The Shasta, one of the “Western Books 1952” to be exhibited shortly in 
the Bay Area, was designed, printed, and bound by Pacific Discovery's editor, 
Don Greame Kelley, and his wife, Marion Rahill Kelley, at their Feathered 
Serpent Press in Fairfax, Marin County. 


Licuts Our 
ARCHER FISH in Steinhart Aquarium attracted nation-wide attention in the press 
last month when they began shooting out the light over their tank. 


The archers, who can spit drops of water with pinpoint accuracy to a dis- 
tance of 4 feet, probably have been taking pot shots at the light over their tank 
for a long time. The trouble began, however, when the Aquarium was rewired 
and 150-watt bulbs were replaced with 300-watt lamps. The larger, and hotter, 
bulbs shattered each time a direct hit was scored. 


ASTRONOMY SECTION 


THE NEXT MEETING of the Astronomy Section will be held at 7:30 p.m. Wednes- 
day, May 13, in the Students’ Lecture Room. Leon E. Salanave, Planetarium 
lecturer in charge of the section, will discuss “Astronomical Seeing, Good and 


Bad.” 
New Mempbers 


THE FOLLOWING MEMBeERs were elected by the Council at its meeting of April 9, 


1953: 


REGULAR MEMBERSHIP 
Mr. Ward R. Anderson 
Mr. James McDougall 
Mrs. Henry L. Silvani 
- Mr. William H. Steinemann 
Mr. Harry N. Wellhouser 


ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 


Commercial Art and Engraving Co. 
Fresno State College Library 


FamMiLy MEMBERSHIP 
Mr. J. William Coy 
Mrs. Narcisa Faus 
Dr, James R, Rideout 


STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 


Douglas Devore 
Carolyn Rush 
Marilyn Rush 
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VICUNAS ON THE CREST OF THE ANDES 
Elevation here is 15,500 feet. Volean Ubinas, background, rises to 18,500 feet. 
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May Announcement 


THE reGuLAR May meetine will be held at 8 p.m. Wednesday, May 20, in the 
Morrison Auditorium, California Academy of Sciences. Dr. Oliver P. Pearson, 
assistant professor of Zoology, Berkeley campus of the University of California, 
will present a color film: 


“WILDLIFE OF THE ALTIPLANO OF PERU” 


This excellent film was taken by Dr. Pearson between November 195] and 
June 1952, when he visited the a/tp/ano on an expedition for the U. C. Museum 
of Vertebrate Zodlogy. Dr. Pearson is assistant curator of mammals at the 
Museum. 


The film describes the approaches to the a/trplano, both from the west and 
the east. Equal attention is devoted to the geography of the region, its unusual 
climate, and the varied forms of animal life that have adapted to the unique 
conditions of the a/tiplano. One of the most interesting of all the animals 
inhabiting the Andean highlands is the vicufia. Members of the camel family, 
the vicunas live on top of the world, where the temperature rises to about 50 
degrees Fahrenheit each day and falls to around zero every night. 

Also appearing in the film are survivors of the Incas, resident Indians who 
manage an existence at elevations up to 17,000 feet. 


BEGINNING A SECOND CENTURY 


CEREMONIES ON SuNDAy, April 19, in Morrison Auditorium marked the begin- 
ning of the Academy’s second century of service, paid honor to our beloved Miss 
Alice Eastwood, and saw the launching of a campaign to raise funds for an Alice 
Eastwood Hall of Botany. 


Principal speaker was Dr. Mortimer J. Adler, director, Institute for Philo- 
sophical Research. Speaking on “Science and Democracy,” he said that science, 
through its acceleration of the industrial revolution, has made democracy 
possible. 

Francis P. Farquhar, president of the Academy, outlined plans for the Hall 
of Botany and acted as master of ceremonies. The new Hall will be named for 
Miss Eastwood in recognition of her long and distinguished career as curator of 
Botany at the Academy. Miss Eastwood, who was curator of the Department 
from 1892 to 1948, is now curator emeritus. 
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Persons wishing to contribute to the fund may make checks payable to the 
California Academy of Sciences, and mail them to James K. Moffitt, Treasurer, 
The Alice Eastwood Hall of Botany, Room 819, 111 Sutter Street, San Fran- 
cisco 4. 


STABLE Atomic Boms 


SHow OF THE MONTH in Morrison Planetarium is “The Sun—Atomic Power- 
house of the Solar System.” George W. Bunton, Planetarium manager, says that 
the sun might be called a stable atomic bomb, that the process of atomic fusion 
goes on in plain sight over our heads each day. 

Being used for the first time in this month’s show is an optical orrery, fresh 
from the shop and the skilled hands of A. S. Getten, the Academy’s well-known 
instrument maker. The orrery projects moving spots of light to show how the 
solar system would appear to an observer in outer space. (The Planetarium pro- 
jector shows the solar system only as it appears from the rotating earth.) 

Bunton says the new orrery is probably the world’s most accurate. Its cir- 
cling disks of light, representing the moon, Mercury, Venus, earth, and Mars, 
revolve about the sun at relative speeds that are accurate to one hundredth of 
a per cent. 


Dr. Hanna AND Mr. SLEVIN RETURN 


Dr. G. Datias Hanna, curator of paleontology, and Joseph R. Slevin, curator 
of herpetology, returned April 18 from a six-week expedition aboard the research 
vessel Orea. 

The two curators were invited to participate in the expedition to collect 
marine zoological specimens by Joseph W. Sefton, Jr., president of the Sefton 
Foundation, which operates the Orca. Six scientists from Stanford University 
and one from the San Diego Zoélogical Society were aboard also. The 100-foot 
ship went from San Diego to Cape San Lucas, stopping at several bays on the 
way, and then up into the Gulf of California. 

The group left the ship at Guaymas, where Hanna and Slevin were met by 
Alvin C, Gundred, Planetarium technician. There the first hitch in an otherwise 
trouble-free trip developed—two sun-tanned scientists and at least a truck-and- 
one-fourth load of specimens don’t fit into one small station wagon. But, some- 
how, the impossible was accomplished, and reptiles, fossils, shells, minerals, 
insects, fishes, and mammals from both coasts of Baja California and the islands 
of the Gulf are now being distributed to appropriate departments here at the 
Academy. 

Dr. Hanna says the diesel-driven Orca is equipped ideally for scientific work, 
and judging from the material brought back, the Gulf still has an abundance of 
fishes and shells. 


Or a River AND A MounrTaAIN 


Two sooxs recently published in Los Angeles are of special interest to Academy 
members. They are: The Books of the Colorado River and the Grand Canyon: 
A Selective Bibliography and An Ascent of Mount Shasta: 1856—numbers 
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